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Patient presents with
suspected appendicitis

Pediatric Appendicitis Score (PAS)

Calculate the Pediatric si .
QR code for o ign/Symptom Points
mobile view Appendicitis Score (PAS) Cough/percussion/heel tapping tenderness at RLQ 2
Anorexia 1
. ] A Low-grade fever > 38.0° C 1
Family Handout: Order an Appendicitis Ultrasound Nausea/emesis !
Appendicitis Patient (AUS) and a CBC with Differential RLQ tenderness on light palpation 2
Roadmap Leukocytosis (>9.000/mm3) 1
Left shift (>75% neutrophilia) 1
Is the Migration of pain to RLQ 1
Yes
PAS< 42 Use the PAS order to enter score into chart
Labs and AUS may be ordered concurrently
No

Is the AUS
positive for

Is pt.
going to

Work-up alternative
diagnosis or discharge

Administer 1st dose

Yes antibiotics and

Yes—» Consult Surgery [—»

home appendicitis? A OR? admit for OR
A
. No
Indeterminate +
Administer 1st dose
antibiotics and admit for
Is the PAS >7? Yes——— > .
non-operative management
No
Antibiotic Regimens
+ Ceftriaxone 50mg/kg IV, max 2g
S acCTscan o Allergy: consider ciprofloxacin 10mg/kg
<«——No necessary for a IV, max 400mg
diagnosis? * Metronidazole 30mg/kg IV, max 1500mg
YI (for questions on antibiotic choices, please refer to the
es policy "Standing Orders for Pre-Operative and
+ Intraoperative Antibiotics")
Obtain CT Abdomen and Pelvis
with IV contrast
(order as CT Appendicitis) Contact Information:
Surgery Fellow: (816) 458-5767
S Resident P 1 (816) 458-5786
< appendicitis urgery Resident Pager: (816)
No di @ Yes
lagnosea: Tolu Oyetunji, MD
Pager: (816) 458-5641
Kelly Sinclair, MD
Abbreviations:
AUS = Appendicitis Ultrasound
PAS = Pediatric Appendicitis Score
RLQ = Right lower quadrant
Contact: EvidenceBasedPractice @cmh.edu Last Updated: 7/2025

This clinical pathway is meant as a guide for physicians and healthcare providers. It does not establish a standard of care, and is not a substitute for medical judgment which should be applied based upon the
individual circumstances and clinical condition of the patient. Printing of Clinical Pathways is not recommended as these documents are updated reguiarly . Copyright (©) The Children’s Mercy Hospital 2025. All rights reserved.
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